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To: Ship-owners/Operators, Company Security Officers, Legal Representatives of Panamanian Flagged 

Vessels, Panamanian Merchant Marine Consulates and Recognized Organizations (ROs). 
 

 
Subject:  Samples of Seafarer’s documentation issued through the Manual System and the Seafarers’ Automated 

Application System (SAA) of the Panama Maritime Authority. 
 

 
Reference:    Circular No. DGGM-UCYC-015-2017 of July 13, 2017 
 

 
1. The purpose of this Circular is to communicate to the Maritime Sector that the Panama Maritime Authority 

maintains two Systems for the issuance of documentation for the seafarers: the Manual System and the 
Seafarers’ Automated Application System (SAA). 
 

2. In this sense, we inform that the documents issued by both Systems, comply with the requirements of the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping, 1978, as amended (1978 
STCW Convention, as amended), including the Manila’s Amendments. 
 

3. Likewise, during this transition from Manual to Automated System, the documentation issued through the 
Manual System will be valid until the expiration date set forth in the respective document. 
 

4. In relation to the above and in order to make this documentation easy to use and easy its recognition, we 
describe their features and details. 
 

5. Therefore, for samples of documentation issued through the Seafarers’ Automated Application System (SAA): 
i. Transitory Certificate: Issued in security paper (8½ x 14) with the hologram of the National Coat of Arms 

of the Republic of Panama, circle shaped, at the bottom-right border, seafarers’ microprint photograph 
at the upper-right (Appendix # 1). 

ii. Seaman’s Book: For officers and ratings, of international and national waters, have a unique design in 
blue navy, with the National Coat of Arms of the Republic of Panama printed in golden color, with sizes 
and shapes according to the ICAO regulation (Appendix #2). 

iii. Courses’ Endorsements: Issued in security paper (8½ x 11), with the stamp of the National Coat of Arms 
of the Republic of Panama at the bottom-right border (Appendix #3). 

iv. Certificate of Competence: Issued in security paper (8½ x 14), with the stamp of the National Coat of 
Arms of the Republic of Panama at the bottom-right border (Appendix #4) 

 
6. In the same way, we state the features of the samples of the documents issued through the Manual System: 

i. Transitory Certificate (Appendix # 5): 
 Unique and individual numbering of transitory number. 
 Watermark with the logo of the Panama Maritime Authority and the words “Dirección General de la 

Gente de Mar” in thumbnail. 
 Document of green color 

 F-265 
  (DCCM) 

  V.00 



 Paper size 21.5 cm x 28 cm. 
ii. Seaman’s Book (Appendix # 6): 
 Red color for ratings of international waters. 
 Green color for Officers, Captain and Chief Engineers of international waters 
They have the following distinctive features: 
 Logo of the Panama Maritime Authority in the description sheet of the holder. 
 Watermark with the logo of the Panama Maritime Authority and the words “Dirección General de la 

Gente de Mar” in thumbnail. 
 Numbering of the continuous form for officers and seafarers. 
 Number on the back of the continuous numbering of the seaman’ books for officers and seafarers. 
 Signature and seal of the technical officer. 
 National Coat of Arms of the Republic of Panama printed in golden color on the front cover. 
 National Coat of Arms of the Republic of Panama with its nine (9) stars. 

iii. Courses’ Endorsements (Appendix # 7): 
 Unique and individual numbering of documentation number. 
 Watermark with the logo of the Panama Maritime Authority and the words “Dirección General de la 

Gente de Mar” in thumbnail. 
 Signature and seal of the technical officer. 
 Logo of the Panama Maritime Authority 
 Document of green color. 
 Paper size 21.5 cm x 28 cm. 

iv. Certificate of Competence (Appendix # 8): 
 Logo of the Panama Maritime Authority in the description sheet of the holder. 
 Watermark with the logo of the Panama Maritime Authority and the words “Dirección General de la 

Gente de Mar” in thumbnail. 
 Numbering of the continuous form. 
 Signature and seal of the technical officer. 
 National Coat of Arms of the Republic of Panama with its nine (9) stars. 
 Paper size 21.5 cm x 28 cm. 

 
7. However, it is important to remember that this Maritime Administration is implementing the use of a new and 

unique A4 size valuable document, which will gradually replace all the documents described above, and will be 
used for the issuance of: Certificate of Competence (Appendix #9), Endorsement of Certificate (Appendix #10), 
Courses’ Endorsement (Appendix #11), Transitory Certificate (Appendix #12), Certificate of Proficiency 
(Appendix #13) and Endorsement of Certificate of Proficiency (Appendix #14), having the following features: 

 Paper with watermark of the National Coat of Arms of the Republic of Panama with its ten (10) stars. 
 A4 size (210mm x 297mm). 
 Logo of the Panama Maritime Authority on the upper left border. 
 Flag of the Republic of Panama on the upper right border. 
 Document number on the lower right border. 
 Litmus logo of the Panama Maritime Authority in the lower left border. 

 
8. To verify the authenticity and validity of seafarers’ documents issued by the Panama Maritime Authority, 

access the webpage: http://www.amp.gob.pa/stcw78_95_nuevo/. 
 

9. Likewise, in case the document cannot be validated in the above-mentioned link, the inquiry can be sent to the 
email: verification@amp.gob.pa. 

 
10. The Circular No. DGGM-UCYC-017-2016 of May 18th, 2016, has been superseded by Circular No. DGGM-UCYC-

015-2017 of July 13, 2017. 
 
  
 

http://www.amp.gob.pa/stcw78_95_nuevo/
mailto:verification@amp.gob.pa
https://amp.gob.pa/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Circular-DGGM-UCYC-015-2017.pdf
https://amp.gob.pa/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Circular-DGGM-UCYC-015-2017.pdf


 
June 2019, “Added links” 
July 2017, “Added Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 10”. 
May, 2016,  “Modified Paragraphs 5, 8 and 9” 
Inquiries concerning the subject of this Circular or any other request should be directed to: 
Compliance and Enforcement Unit 
General Directorate of Seafarers 
Panama Maritime Authority  
 
Phone: (507) 501-5382 / 5288 
Fax:     (507) 501-5204 
E-mail: cumplimientodggm@amp.gob.pa 
Attachments: 
Appendix #1 Transitory Certificate format. 
Appendix #2 Seaman’s Book format. 
Appendix #3 Courses’ Endorsements format. 
Appendix #4 Certificate of Competence format. 
Appendix #5 Transitory Certificate format. 
Appendix #6 Seaman’s Book format. 
Appendix #7 Courses’ Endorsements format. 
Appendix #8 Certificate of Competence format. 
Appendix #9 Certificate of Competence format. 
Appendix #10 Endorsement of Certificate format. 
Appendix #11 Courses’ Endorsement format. 
Appendix #12 Transitory Certificate format. 
Appendix #13 Certificate of Proficiency format. 
Appendix #14 Endorsement of Certificate of Proficiency format. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PanCanal Building  
Albrook, Panama City 
Republic of Panama 
Tel: (507) 501-5355 mmc@amp.gob.pa  
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